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PROPOSED COMPLAINT FOR DAMAGES

Comes now the Plaintiff, Gloria Rightsell, Personal Representative of the Estate of Glenn

Rightsell, deceased, and for her cause ofaction against the Defendants, Ryan Weakley, M.D. and

Franciscan Alliance, Inc. d/b/a Franciscan Health Crawfordsville, alleges and states as follows:

1. At all times relevant herein, the Plaintiff, Gloria Rightsell, was a resident of

Linden, Montgomery County, Indiana.

2. Plaintiff, Gloria Rightsell, was appointed as the Personal Representative of the

Estate of Glenn Rightsell on January 29, 2019, under Cause Number 54D01-1901-EU-3, in the

Montgomery County Superior Court 1.

3. At the time ofhis death, decedent, Glenn Rightsell, was a resident of Linden,

Montgomery County, Indiana. He is survived by his wife, Gloria Rightsell.

4. At all times relevant herein, Defendant Ryan Weakley, M.D. ("Dr. Weakley")

was a licensed physician and a qualified health care provider under the Indiana Medical

Malpractice Act (Indiana Code § 34-18-1-1, et seq.) with his principal place ofbusiness located



at CHG Healthcare Services, Inc., c/o Lexx Healthcare, LLC, 9600 West Sample Road, Coral

Springs, Florida 33065.

5. At all times relevant herein, Defendant Franciscan Alliance, Inc. d/b/a Franciscan

Health Crawfordsville ("Franciscan Health") was a qualified health care provider under the

Indiana Medical Malpractice Act (Indiana Code § 34-18-1-1, et seq.) with its principal place of

business located at 1700 Lafayette Road, Crawfordsville, Indiana 47933. Defendant Franciscan

Health, through their agents and employees, rendered medical care to Plaintiffs decedent, Glenn

Rightsell.

6. On December 28,2018, Glenn Rightsell sustained a gunshot wound to his mouth,

penetrating into his throat, and was transported by ambulance to the Emergency Department at

Franciscan Health, arriving at approximately 7:10 p.m.

7. While in the Emergency Department at Franciscan Health, Glenn Rightsell was

attended to by Ryan Weakley, M.D.

8. On arrival at Franciscan Health, Glenn Rightsell had bleeding from his

mouth/tongue and was spitting out blood.

9. On exam, Dr. Weakley noted right tongue and buccal mucosa that was macerated

with venous bleeding.

10. On further exam, Dr. Weakley did not note any exit wound of the bullet which

struck Glenn Rightsell in the mouth.

11. Due to the continued bleeding in Glenn Rightsell's mouth and airway area, he was

provided a Yankauer suctioning device and instructed to self-suction the blood.

12. By approximately 8:05 p.m., Glenn Rightsell informed Dr. Weakley and his care

providers that he felt like he was beginning to choke due to the swelling in his tongue and throat



13. At approximately 8:11 p.m., Dr. Weakley attempted to intubate Glenn Rightsell,

but was unable to successfully complete the intubation procedure.

14. At approximately 8:19 p.m., Dr. Weakley then attempted an emergent

cricothyroidotomy and/or tracheotomy procedure which was unsuccessful.

15. Throughout the attempted intubation, cricothyroidotomy and/or tracheotomy

procedures, Glenn Rightsell' vital signs continued to deteriorate.

16. At approximately8:39 p.m., it was noted that Glenn Rightsell had no pulse and

CPR was initiated.

17. At 8:48 p.m., Glenn Rightsell was pronounced dead.

COUNTI

ALLEGATIONS OF NEGLIGENCE - RYAN WEAKLEY, M.D.

18. Plaintiff reasserts and realleges rhetorical paragraphs one (1) through seventeen

(17) and includes them herein by reference.

19. The Defendant, Ryan Weakley, M.D., was careless, negligent, and rendered care

below a reasonable standard in the treatment of Glenn Rightsell in one (1) or more ofthe

followings acts or omissions:

a. failing to obtain an adequate history and perform an adequate physical

exam;

b. failing to properly assess and reassess Glenn Rightsell's condition,

including his airway;

c. failing to take timely and adequate measures to protect and secure Glenn

Rightsell's airway;

d. failing to efficiently and adequately perform an appropriate intubation

procedure;



e. failing to efficiently and timely perform a cricothyroidotomy and/or

tracheotomy procedure;

f. failing to follow the ABCs ofemergency care, i.e., Airway Breathing

Circulation; and

g. failing to adequately respond to and treat the airway injury and the

foreseeability of catastrophic compromise.

20. As a direct and proximate result of the carelessness and negligence of Defendant,

Ryan Weakley, M.D., decedent, Glenn Rightsell, sustained further injuries and eventually died

and the Plaintiffhas incurred medical expenses, funeral and burial expenses, costs of

administration of the estate, costs ofprosecuting this action, including attorney fees, and will

continue to suffer such losses in the future.

21. As a further direct and proximate result of the carelessness and negligence of

Defendant, Ryan Weakley, M.D., Gloria Rightsell has lost the love, care, affection, society,

support, and companionshipof her husband, Glenn Rightsell, and will continue to suffer those

losses in the future.

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff, Gloria Rightsell, as Personal Representative of the Estate of

Glenn Rightsell, deceased, prays for a judgment against the Defendant, Ryan Weakley, M.D., in

an amount which will fully and fairly compensate her for her damages, costs of this action,

interest as allowed by law, and for all other reliefjust and proper in the premises.

COUNTn

ALLEGATIONS OF NEGLIGENCE - FRANCISCAN ALLIANCE, INC

d/b/a FRANCISCAN HEALTH CRAWFORDSVILLE

22. Plaintiff reasserts and realleges rhetorical paragraphs one (1) through twenty-one

(21) and includes them herein by reference.



23. Defendant, Franciscan Alliance, Inc. d/b/a Franciscan Health Crawfordsville, was

careless and negligent in failing to have adequate procedures, protocols, and personnel in place

for the assessment and treatment ofpatients with facial and/or oral injuries which could

foreseeably compromise a patient's airway, such as the injuries sustained by Glenn Rightsell.

24. Defendant, Franciscan Alliance, Inc. d/b/a Franciscan Health Crawfordsville, by

and through their employees, staff, doctors, nurses, etc., was careless, negligent, and rendered

care below the standard of care in the treatment of Glenn Rightsell in one (1) or more of the

followings acts or omissions:

a. failing to obtain an adequate history and perform an adequate physical

exam;

b. failing to properly assess and reassess Glenn Rightsell's condition,

including his airway;

c. failing to take timely and adequate measures to protect and secure Glenn

Rightsell's airway;

d. failing to efficiently and adequately perform an appropriate intubation

procedure;

e. failing to efficiently and timely perform a cricothyroidotomy and/or

tracheotomy procedure;

f. failing to follow the ABCs ofemergency care, i.e., Airway Breathing

Circulation;

g. failing to adequately respond to and treat the airway injury and the

foreseeability of catastrophic compromise; and



h. failing to report complaints and observations to Dr. Weakley and/or

others.

25. As a direct and proximate result of the carelessness and negligence ofDefendant,

Franciscan Alliance, Inc. d/b/a Franciscan Health Crawfordsville, decedent, Glenn Rightsell,

sustained further injuries and eventually died and the Plaintiff has incurred medical expenses,

funeral and burialexpenses, costs of administration of the estate, costs ofprosecutingthis action,

including attorney fees, and will continue to suffer such losses in the future.

26. As a further direct and proximate result of the carelessnessand negligence of

Defendant, Franciscan Alliance, Inc. d/b/a Franciscan Health Crawfordsville, Gloria Rightsell

has lost the love,care,affection, society, support, andcompanionship of her husband, Glenn

Rightsell, and will continue to suffer those losses in the future.

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff, Gloria Rightsell, as Personal Representative of the Estate of

Glenn Rightsell, deceased, prays for a judgment against the Defendant, Franciscan Alliance, Inc.

d/b/a Franciscan Health Crawfordsville, inanamount which will fully andfairly compensate her

for herdamages, costs of thisaction, interest asallowed bylaw, and forall other reliefjust and

proper in the premises.

Respectfully submitted,
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