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I am a Northern Michigan native that grew up on a small specialty 
crops farm where I spent many days outdoors playing in the field and 
helping my family plant and harvest crops. I have been interested in 
agriculture and insects from a young age and because of this, I pursued 
a bachelor’s in Entomology at Michigan State University. While I was 
at MSU, I spent three summers working as a field technician at the 
Northwest Michigan Horticulture Research Center conducting 
research on chemical and non-chemical techniques to reduce insect 
pests (both native and invasive species), and pathogens affecting 
perennial specialty crops, primarily sweet and tart cherries, apples, 
and wine grapes. I spent a year working as a commercial beekeeper 
before moving to West Lafayette to pursue a master’s degree in Entomology with Dr. John 
Couture. My research project focused on the influence of agronomic management practices on 
hemp-insect interactions. I have thoroughly enjoyed working with hemp over the last two years 
and I am excited to continue my work on this crop.  
 
 
Hemp Production Program 
 
I am committed to applying my communication skills and passion for hemp production to this 
position in several ways. I want to design a hemp extension program that provides the groundwork 
for prospective commercial hemp production through public meetings, field days, and an easily 
accessible website. There is a need to update the Purdue Hemp Project website and to have a 
greater social media presence. Over the coming months I will continually update the website and 
use social media as an outlet to reach out to and educate the community. I recently attended a 
social event for prospective hemp growers and had the opportunity to speak with them about their 
interest in hemp production. Many of the questions that growers had included how to obtain a 
permit and hemp seeds, which cultivars are best for our region, and where to find reliable 
information. Based on these questions, I am going to put together a series of seminars or webinars 
that address the biggest concerns and questions about hemp production. Several field days are in 
development for the 2019 season, all of which I plan to attend. I want to release a series of hemp 
fact sheets in the next 12 months, including basic hemp biology, abiotic stress, biotic stress, 
planting, harvesting and processing of hemp. Eventually I would like to release a series of handheld 
flipbooks that include pathogens, insects, and weeds that affect hemp production, as well as a hemp 
production guide for the state. When licensing for the 2020 season opens, I plan to work with the 
Office of Indiana State Chemist to hold online webinars to help answer questions on the application 
process and seed obtainment. It is critical that hemp growers have contracts with processing 
facilities, so I plan to have seminars that include processors and growers. Lastly, I am continuing 
my research on hemp-insect interactions, however, this research is a smaller component of the 
position.  
 
You may reach me at mbolt@purdue.edu  
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